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Welcome to our members newsletter for September 2025.

________________

From the President

We hope you have had a chance to check the email that we sent on Monday, 1

September with our reports for our annual general meeting on Monday, 15

September. Members are encouraged to come along, hear from the committee

and ask questions about our organisation. Our guest speaker is Alfred Mallia, life

member and former committee member of the 39th Battalion Association. He

has made it his mission to spread awareness about Kokoda’s rich history since he

first walked across the Kokoda Track in April 2010. There will be much to share,

discuss and inspire us on the day!

My report for 2024 - 2025 is online. Click here to read more.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Ethne Pfeiffer

________________

In the news

Key AGM dates

Monday, 1 September: Documents emailed to members

Friday, 12 September: Committee nomination forms and proxy forms due

Monday, 15 September: U3A Healesville AGM (held at the Healesville

Senior Citizens Club, 18 Green Street) at 10 am

________________
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Two new courses starting soon

It’s always exciting to introduce new courses. Our latest additions are:

Dancing the Elements with Wu Tao: This is a dance meditation practice that

helps to achieve body balance. It will be held on Mondays weekly, from 11

am - 12 pm at the Court House.

Introduction to Allied Health Therapies/Modalities: This course will cover

therapies such as shiatsu, Bowen therapy, reiki and Feldenkrais. It will be

held on Mondays weekly, at the Court House from 3.15 pm - 4.15 pm. Ten

people have already enrolled but there’s room for more. Interested? You

can enrol online under Allied Health Therapies or at the Court House on

Thursdays, 11 am to 12 pm.

________________

U3A Healesville 20th anniversary

In 2026, we will celebrate 20 years of friendship, fun and learning  under our U3A

banner. The committee is considering how best to celebrate this auspicious

anniversary. Jane Judd is helping to coordinate the celebration and would like to

hear from you. Past presidents are also helping to plan this event and John

Pascoe is recording the history of U3A Healesville - a huge task that will uncover

many gems along the way.

If you would like to share information, memorabilia, stories (especially about

courses and special events in the past), please contact Jane Judd directly.

Email: jane.judd@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Phone: 0488 474 703

Thanks from Jane, in anticipation!

________________

Poet’s Corner

This class covers a wide range of poetry and styles – and poses compelling

questions about what makes a poem. Must it rhyme, have a strict meter and be
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divided into stanzas? Is it a sonnet, a popular song, ballad, free verse, rap,

nursery rhyme or simply a musing?

U3A member and celebrated bush poet Laurie Webb led early discussions in this

class on the origins and stories of bush poetry exploring the hardships,

challenges and characters of the Australian bush. Among others, the group has

read and discussed poetry by Australian poets John Foulcher, Kenneth Slessor

and Bruce Dawe as well as works by William Blake, William Wordsworth and

Coleridge. More recently, they have read and discussed contemporary poems by

the Scottish poet Kathleen Jamie and the American poet, Billy Collins who wrote

The Floors of Bonnard.

Discussion is always open, lively and interesting. New members are welcome. The

group meets on weeks 1and 3 of the term from 1.45 pm at Healesville Library.

________________

BBQ wanted…

Our trusty BBQ has finally reached its ‘use by’ date. Our first step in finding a

replacement is to ask if anyone has a BBQ - in good condition - they no longer

need and would like to donate. Please email secretary@healesvilleu3a.org.au if

you do. It will be well loved at our social events.
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________________

Out and about

Around the hills

On Friday, 22 August – another good weather day - a group of U3A bushwalkers

explored tracks and backtracks around the Christmas Hills area. They briefly

visited Sugarloaf Dam, then followed winding mountain bike tracks past an old

homestead before enjoying lunch and hot drinks in the sunshine.
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________________

Garden Lovers

On Wednesday, 13 August, 21 enthusiastic Garden Lovers met at the Healesville

Railway Station, carpooled and drove to the Dandenong Ranges Botanic Garden

in Olinda (formerly The Rhododendron Gardens) to visit the recreation of the

award-winning Australian Garden exhibit, the first ever Australian entry to win at

the Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower Show. The display included a

lake, huge rocks and beautiful flowering native plants in a most imaginative

setting.  It was well worth a visit.

________________

Happenings in our region

Sing for Unity
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This Sing for Unity event is part of the UN’s International Day of Peace

www.singforunity.com. It’s an opportunity for community members to learn

songs for peace, unity, community and equality, and to enjoy a concert by local

performers, singer/songwriters and choirs.

When: Sunday, 21 September

Where: Healesville Senior Citizens Club

Time: 1 pm onwards followed by BYO drinks and afternoon tea to share. Gold

coin donation appreciated.

Contact: Catherine Nolan on 0417 002 793

________________

Pub Sing

This is for anyone who likes to sing! Based on the Pub Choir format, people

gather at the Terminus Hotel, Healesville to learn one song in 2 parts then sing it

loud and proud! All love and gusto.

Afterwards, The WannaBees (U3A musos) will play sing-along songs to make us all

feel good about being together in community.

When: Tuesday, 23 September

Where: The Terminus Hotel, 23 Harker Street, Healesville

Event start: 7.30 pm

Dinner is optional (from 5.30 pm). Phone 5962 4011 for meal bookings. Email

foodpatchart@gmail.com for other enquiries.
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________________

2025 Seniors Festival — Mass Ukulele Play Along

Come along on Sunday, 5 October and join other ukulele players in a mass

ukulele play along. Set in Federation Square from 1-1:50 pm, songs will be

directed from the main square with lyrics and chord tabs featured on the big

screen. If you would like to get involved, please register using this link.

Date: Sunday, 5 October

Time: 1 pm – 1.50 pm

Venue: Federation Square Melbourne, corner Swanston and Flinders Streets
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________________

Always suspect the butler!

The Hills Act Theatre Company is in rehearsal for their latest production – “A

Butler Did It”, a murder mystery farce that will have you laughing ‘til you burst!

Two performances only: Saturday, 15 and Sunday, 16 November at The Memo.

One of our own has made the cast list…! Tickets are available now at Culture

Tracks.

________________
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Saddle up for our annual theatre production

Rehearsals are well underway for this year's theatre production “California Trails”.

A foot stomping, whip cracking story about a movie being made in a bustling little

Texas town. There’ll be singing, dancing and the usual top class acting. Don't miss

this one. Mark your diaries: Sunday 23 and 30 November. More details to come.

________________

For your diary

Friday, 12 September: Committee nomination forms and proxy forms due

(prior to the AGM)

Sunday, 14 September: Poets’ Breakfast, Healesville Hotel, 9.15 am for a

9.30 am start

Monday, 15 September: U3A Healesville AGM, Healesville Senior Citizens

Club, 10 am

Friday, 19 September: Term 3 ends

Sunday, 21 September: Sing for Unity, Healesville Senior Citizens Club,

from 1 pm (practise), 2 pm (performance)

Tuesday, 23 September: Pub Sing, the Terminus Hotel, 7.30 pm (dinner

optional)

Sunday, 5 October: 2025 Seniors Festival - Mass Ukulele Play Along,

Federation Square, 1 pm

Monday, 6 October: Term 4 starts

Saturday, 15 and Sunday, 16 November: “A Butler Did It”, The Memo

Sunday, 23 and 30 November: “California Trails”, The Memo

________________

Reminders

Keeping the Court House clean (and tidy): We ask everyone to please wash

their dishes properly and pack them away, pick up litter and help keep the

Court House looking great. We have a wonderful facility, and we show

respect for each other by keeping it clean and tidy. Thank you.
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It’s important to check that you are fully enrolled in U3A Healesville. If you

enrol online, separately to Registration Day, your membership only

becomes active once you have paid your membership fee into U3A

Healesville Bendigo Bank account, usually by EFT. Banking details are on our

website on the Memberships page.

Many kinds of incidents can occur during classes and it’s important that we

report and record them on an incident form. Contact Bec Doig at

rebeccadoig@gmail.com if you need to complete an incident form.

Please wear your name badge to your class/activities. It makes it much

easier for new members to feel welcome.

Covid is still around. Take care and please stay away from classes if you are

unwell and also let your course leader know if you can’t attend class.

Remember that as a group, we are vulnerable.

________________

Stay connected

Email: healesville.u3a@bigpond.com

Phone: 0490 917 975

Website: healesvilleu3a.org.au

Facebook: u3ahealesville

Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook: u3asintheyarraranges

Through your classes

And remember, it’s important to let us know if you have any news or stories to

share so we can promote the range of activities that members are involved in.

You can send us your news and information by email to the U3A Healesville email

address: healesvilleu3a@bigpond.com or by phone/text to 0490 917 975.

We thank Ken Fewster, Healesville Senior Citizens Club and

Yarra Ranges Council for their ongoing support.

________________
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