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Welcome to our members newsletter for November 2025.

From the President

The committee will hold its last meeting for 2025 this month.

| wholeheartedly thank all our committee members for their efforts across the
year. They are dedicated and bring so much energy and personality to their roles.
All of which shows in the vibrancy of U3A Healesville.

We are finalising the 2026 course book, which will list our new email addresses.
Importantly, we will stop using healesville.u3a@bigpond.com from this month
and start using info@healesvilleu3a.org.au Our new, generic email address
will be added to our website and other promotional materials.

Registration day is on Wednesday, 10 December. So please start thinking about
the courses you would like to enrol in for 2026. We added new courses this year
so there may be something fun and different for you to try!

Friday, 5 December is our final Friday@5 for the year. We invite you to come
along to thank our course leaders for the fantastic work they do each term,
acknowledge people who have supported U3A Healesville and have fun with
friends.

We will send a short newsletter mid-December to stay in touch and send our best
wishes for the holiday season.

Ethne Pfeiffer

In the news

We're headin’ on down t’ Texas!

With a cast of gun-toting cowboys, sharpshooters, bandits and feisty women,
rehearsals for this year’'s U3A Healesville theatre production are moving along,
Texan-style. With not many weeks to go until the 2 performances, our heroes and
heroines are sharpening their skills while our bandits are getting meaner by the
minute.

When: Sunday, 23 November and Sunday, 30 November, 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm
Where: The Memo, Healesville

Tickets: $15 full, $10 U/15

Tickets are selling fast pilgrims. Get them at The Memo or online through Culture
Tracks (Tickets always sell out!)
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2026 Registration Day: Wednesday, 10 December at The Court House from 10
amto 2 pm.

Even though you can enrol online from the 10th, plenty of members revel in the
excitement and vibe of this day. Come along, chat and register for 2026. Look out
for the 2026 coursebook, which will include the new U3A Healesville email
addresses, and all the courses for next year. There will be more information in
the December newsletter.
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Get Organised Online with Google

On Sunday, 26 October U3A Healesville hosted an event which was part of Get
Online Week, a campaign that aims to increase people’s digital literacy. Our event
“Get Organised Online with Google” was for the community and U3A members.
Katie Gatward (Healesville Library) gave an overview of commonly-used Google
apps and Jasmin Higgs (IT specialist) explained why and how U3A Healesville is
moving organisation content to Google Workspace. This platform will help keep
our content safe, organised and separate from our personal files.

We will keep members updated as we upload and manage our documents in
Google Workspace and make this platform accessible for course content and
more. Watch this space!
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Bushfire Season Community Meeting

On Monday, 10 November the CFA will lead a meeting on bushfire
preparedness. These sessions are vital for our whole community. Find out more
online.

This is a free event, but bookings are required.

Phone: 1300 368 333

Where: The Memo, Healesville

Time: 6-8 pm
BUSHFIRE
COMMUNITY

MEETING
HEALESVILLE

Friday@5

Our final get-together for the year is Friday@5 on 5 December from 5pm at the
Court House. Everyone is invited. It's a time to say thank you to course leaders
and acknowledge their service to U3A Healesville. We also celebrate our
volunteers and all those who put time into making our organisation the success
that it is. It's also a wonderful way to catch up with friends old and new. The
committee will provide a BBQ, salad and dessert. Members are asked to bring
their own nibbles, drinks, chairs and glasses.
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20 years of U3A Healesville
2026 marks 20 years of U3A Healesville, so it's time to celebrate! The 20th
Anniversary Celebrations Group are busy planning for the occasion including:

e A special course handbook with its own logo

e A 20th anniversary picture/photo book

e Events such as an anniversary afternoon tea showcasing our versatile
members and performers

e A 20th anniversary celebratory lunch, with special guests

Watch out for updates and more information.
Email: jane.judd@healesvilleu3a.org.au
Phone: 0488 474 703

20th Anniye
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Stall available at the Senior Citizens Craft Market

From February next year, a table will be available each month for anyone keen to
sell their crafts, art and other treasures. The craft market is on the first Sunday of
the month at the Senior Citizens Club (same date as the Healesville Community

Market). Cost: $10 per month. For more information, please email Ken Fewster at
kfewie@yahoo.com.au
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Class reminders

* Please let course leaders know if you're going to be away. They put effort
into each of their classes and need to know if they will have enough
participants for their sessions.

* As the year winds down, please be mindful of how we use and care for our
resources. There are quite deep gouges on a couple of tables in the Court
House, which can't be repaired, and often rubbish is left in the rooms and
kitchen. We can remind each other to tidy up after classes.

Reminder: Course leaders

e Please email course.coordinator@healesvilleu3a.org.au for all course
enquiries. Thank you.

Out and about

Arvo Tea - a fine gathering of friends!

On Monday, 20 October we gathered at the Healesville Senior Citizens Club to
enjoy an afternoon of fine treats, music and friendship. We were delighted to
have the Senior Citizens Club committee join us, including Hazel Plunkett,
President; Ken Fewster, Treasurer; Bev Fewster; Nancy Closter; and Lynn Quaife.
Members of the Guitar Club provided some rousing entertainment. Thank you
Heather Higgs and co for another fun arvo!
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Uke Believers doing us proud!

It's been a busy time for our Uke Believers with 2 performances recently.
Representing U3A Healesville at the Whittlesea Uke Muster on Saturday, 6
September, the Uke's entered a “Battle of the Bands” style event along with 10
other ukulele groups. While we didn’t win the Golden Uke trophy, the judges gave
us an honourable mention. A fun and entertaining day with workshops and the
chance to see how other uke groups work.

On Tuesday, 21 October, Uke Believers performed at Holmwood for the
residents and staff. A number of residents enthusiastically requested more from
us, so we will be back at Holmwood and also at Estia (Healesville) this month.
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Garden Lovers visit one of our own

The October Garden Lovers gathering was at the home of Susi Shaeffe, spending
quality time enjoying Susi's garden and recognising the effort that goes into
maintaining it. Some great ideas and inspiration were take-aways from the visit.
Thanks Susi!
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Happenings in our region

Ringing in the festive season

U3A Healesville Community Choir has been invited to perform at the Healesville
Senior Citizens Club on Tuesday, 25 November. This will be the Club’s last
concert for the year, so we are chuffed that we will help them ring in the festive
season.

Where: Healesville Senior Citizens Club, 18 Green Street

Time: Arrive 12 pm for refreshments. Performance: 12.45 pm - 1.45 pm.

Cost: $5 for non-Senior Citizens Club members

Badger Creek Women'’s Choir annual concert - SOLD OUT!

This talented choir has been singing together for the past 11 years. An eclectic
group of women perform a mixture of Soul, Celtic, Indie Pop and Aussie rock.
Built around 3-part harmonies, this year the group included a few solo numbers
for good measure. The choir will be joined by a 5-piece band including some of
Melbourne's finest, and these gals will bring spirit and verve to some classic
tunes. Expect not only great energy and great music but supper is included!

But you can still join the wait list. Phone 1300 368 333.

Where: The Memo, Healesville

When: Saturday, 8 November (starts 7 pm)
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Blooms for Bees

Art and gardens go together like bees and honey.

... S0, Healesville Community Garden is stoked that 2 local artists will display their
nature-inspired artwork at their "Blooms for Bees" workshop on Sunday, 9
November.

The workshop will be led by Sally Smith, florist and gardener, with a focus on
plants for pollinators and floristry.

This free event is for people of all ages. The community garden is child friendly.
When: Sunday, 9 November

Time: 10am-12 pm

Where: Healesville Community Garden, 95 River Street, Healesville

Cost: Free (bring secateurs)

RSVP: Healesville Community Garden Facebook page, Messenger or email
healesvillecg@gmail.com

Dlooms
{or bees

Plants for pollinators and floristry

Workshop
Sally Smlth florist
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e Saturday, 8 November: Badger Creek Women’s Choir, The Memo, 7 pm

e Sunday, 9 November: Poets' Breakfast, Healesville Hotel, 9.30 am start

e Sunday, 9 November: Blooms for Bees, Healesville Community Garden, 95
River St, Healesville 10 am - 12 pm

e Saturday, 15 (7.30 pm) and Sunday, 16 November (2 pm): ‘A Butler Did It
The Memo

e Sunday, 23 and 30 November: ‘Dusty Trails’, The Memo, 2 pm

* Tuesday, 25 November: U3A Healesville Community Choir, Senior Citizens
Club

e Friday, 5 December: Term 4 ends

e Friday, 5 December: Friday@5 - the Court House, from 5 pm onwards

 Wednesday 10 December: U3A Registration Day - the Court House, 10 am -
2 pm and online

Reminders

e Keeping the Court House clean (and tidy): We ask everyone to please wash
their dishes properly and pack them away, pick up litter and help keep the
Court House looking great. We have a wonderful facility, and we show
respect for each other by keeping it clean and tidy. Thank you.

e It'simportant to check that you are fully enrolled in U3A Healesville. If you
enrol online, separately to Registration Day, your membership only
becomes active once you have paid your membership fee into U3A
Healesville Bendigo Bank account, usually by EFT. Banking details are on our
website on the Memberships page.

e Many kinds of incidents can occur during classes and it's important that we
report and record them on an incident form. Contact Bec Doig at
safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au if you need to complete an incident form.

* Please wear your name badge to your class/activities. It makes it much
easier for new members to feel welcome.

e Covid is still around. Take care and please stay away from classes if you are
unwell and also let your course leader know if you can't attend class.
Remember that as a group, we are vulnerable.

Stay connected

e Email: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au (NEW starting now!)

e Phone: 0490 917 975

e Website: healesvilleu3a.org.au

* Facebook: u3ahealesville

e Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook: u3asintheyarraranges
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And remember, it's important to let us know if you have any news or stories to
share so we can promote the range of activities that members are involved in.
You can send us your news and information by email to the U3A Healesville email
address: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au or by phone/text to 0490 917 975.

We thank Healesville Senior Citizens Club and
Yarra Ranges Council for their ongoing support.
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