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Welcome to our members newsletter for April 2026.

________________

From the President

Gratitude and congratulations to everyone who makes U3A Healesville such a

vibrant place.

The Arvo Tea on Thursday, 26 March was a grand success! I especially thank

Heather Higgs for event coordination and giving the Arvo Tea extra sparkle for

our 20th Anniversary celebrations. And huge thanks to the 20th Anniversary

subcommittee and extra helpers who put so much effort into the lead-up and on

the day. Karen Roberts deserves a shout-out for writing a superb U3A Healesville

anniversary song, capturing the heart and busy-ness of our group! If you missed

it last week, we hope we’ll sing this song together many times during the year.

Our next social event is the Mid-year Dance on Friday, 1 May. Please check the

details below. Thank you to Bec Doig and Barb Woods for organising this fun

event each year.

Thank you also to our course leaders and their helpers for running such diverse

classes for our community to enjoy. If you’d like to nominate a course leader for

U3A Network Victoria's Tutor Recognition Awards, please click this link. Course

leaders are most deserving of recognition and thanks!

At the U3A Network Victoria's Members Council Meeting on Wednesday, 18

March we were reminded that our members can subscribe to the Network's

newsletter. Subscription is easy: just click this link. U3A Network Victoria is

working on their strategy to be a stronger voice for older people at the state and

local government level, and the newsletter is an excellent way to support and

keep up to date.

The upcoming holidays will be a more relaxed time to catch up on the news that

reaches our inbox - and to switch up our weekly routines. A short break is always

welcome!

On behalf of the committee, I wish you a very Happy Easter.

Stay well and take a breather.

Ethne Pfeiffer

________________

In the news
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Mid-year Dance - Save the date!

Let’s kick up our heels and celebrate our 20th Anniversary in style at this

year's Mid-year Dance. Featuring the 5-piece show band 'Tony Rebeiro &

The Bureau'. Their '40s and '50s dance tunes are an absolute hit!

When: Friday, 1 May 2026

Time: Open from 6 pm. Music starts at 6.30 pm. Finishes at 10.30 pm.

Where: Yarra Glen Memorial Hall, 45 Bell Street, Yarra Glen

Dress: Smart casual

BYO: Supper, snacks, drinks

Cost: $25 per person to be paid at the door (cash only)

Bookings: Please email your guest names to either Bec Doig at

rebeccadoig@gmail.com or Barb Woods at wwoods@bigpond.net.au. Or

you can call Bec on 0425 787 597.

You can come on your own, as a couple or organise a table of 8. If you

prefer to be placed on a table, please let Bec or Barb know. There are

limited numbers for this popular U3A event so please organise your booking

as soon as you can.

________________

Yarra Valley Community Foundation launch event

The Yarra Valley Community Foundation has been established to support

local people, local ideas and local solutions. They are inviting community

members, local organisations, businesses and supporters to join them for

their official launch and to be part of shaping what comes next.

When: Monday, 20 April, 6 - 8 pm

Where: The Memo, Healesville

Cost: Free

Register: Yarra Valley Community Foundation Launch
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________________

Looking to boost your online confidence?

Join Healesville Living & Learning Centre's free Digital Literacy program

specifically designed for people who want to feel safer and more certain

when using the internet, computers or phones.

You’ll learn to spot scams, create strong passwords and understand privacy

settings while enjoying a free cuppa and refreshments in a safe, friendly

place. You’ll also cover practical tasks like deleting old photos and creating

safe browsing habits. These small group sessions can be tailored to your

needs.

Healesville Living & Learning Centre is running 3-session blocks monthly

from May to August.

John Pascoe, course leader, Digital Literacy at U3A Healesville is aware of

this new opportunity and has updated course participants.

Spaces are limited, so register your interest now.

Phone: 5962 5982

Email: reception@hllc.org.au

________________

Reminders

If you do not have your membership badge for 2026, you can collect it at the

Court House. Let your course leader know or come to the Court House on

Thursdays (during school terms) between 11 am and 12 pm.
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Please email course.coordinator@healesvilleu3a.org.au for all course

enquiries

________________

Out and about

Hit the Road – Snowy Mountains Tour

More than 40 U3A Hit the Roaders went on a 12-day tour to the Snowy

Mountains region in March. The weather was great and they traversed

hundreds of kilometres through spectacular countryside in the Mount

Kosciuszko National Park. At 5 pm each evening they gathered for “Happy,

Chat, Catch-up Hour” followed by singalongs, accompanied by U3A's very

own top-class musos.

They enjoyed 2- to 3-day stops at Beechworth, Khancoban, Cooma, Tumut

and Chiltern. Some climbed to the summit of Mount Kosciuszko – Australia’s

highest mountain at 2,228 metres - while others were treated to amazing

views as they rode the Merritts Gondola. They learnt about the history of

the Snowy Mountain Scheme and had an interesting tour/talk at the NSW

Correctional Services Museum at Cooma.

There were caves to explore, towns with museums to visit and walks to take

– something for everyone.

“Our Hit the Roaders are great sports, terrific company and a pleasure to

have on board,” said Anne Catchpole and David Buchanan, course leaders.
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________________

A fantastic Arvo Tea

What a fantastic turn-out for the 20th Anniversary Arvo Tea! Members in

their glad rags, amazing tiered plates of sandwiches, cakes and slices, a

guess who-was-who photo board of members at 20 years old, along with

bubbles to celebrate, plus entertainment from the U3A dance troupe and

the choir. Karen Roberts and the choir enthusiastically performed “20 Years

and Going Strong” written by Karen for our 20th Anniversary. It’s sure to be

a Number 1 hit!

The only complaint was heard after the event: and that was many members

wished it had gone on for longer!
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________________

U3A musos at Chumstock

Many members of U3A belong to our various music groups, from ukulele to

guitar to recorder to Strings ‘N Things. Quite a few of them performed

recently at Chumstock, a local music event hosted by Phill Hipwell and Ann

Nowland.
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________________

Mind the kookaburras!

The U3A bushwalking group walked from the Maroondah Dam, along the

Graceburn Weir track and towards the base of Mt Juliet on Friday, 27

March. It was a rainless, mild, very enjoyable day until they stopped for

lunch: one of the walkers was telling how a kookaburra had pinched her

lunch on a previous walk - when it happened again!!

________________

Come and Learn Guitar

Learn Guitar is one of the more recent additions to U3A courses - for

beginners and for those with more experience. The group has been

introduced to more than a dozen songs in Term 1. It’s fun, tuneful and

entertaining. Email course.coordinator@healesvilleu3a.org.au to find out

more.
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________________

Happenings in our region

________________

Healesville Festival in May

Healesville Festival returns in May across the Mothers Day weekend,

Saturday 9 and Sunday, 10 May. A jam-packed event is on offer starting

with the Saturday Venue Hop with live music at great locations in town and

a number of workshops throughout the day. Don’t miss the Family FunDay

at Queens Park – an open-air celebration bursting with colour, flavour and

sound. Enjoy live performances, 2 stages, family-friendly activities, rides and

local delights.

Need to get Mum something special? The Festival Market has you covered.

Come for the music, stay for the magic – the Healesville Festival is where

culture, community and creativity unite. More details can be found at

Healesville Festival.
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________________

For your diary

Friday, 3 - Monday, 6 April: Easter Weekend

Monday, 20 April: Term 2 begins

Sunday, 12 April: Poets Breakfast, Healesville Hotel, 9.30 am - 11.30 am,

with guest host Sunderai Felich

Saturday, 25 April: Anzac Day

Friday, 1 May: Mid-year Dance, Yarra Glen Memorial Hall

Saturday, 9 and Sunday, 10 May: Healesville Festival

Saturday, 30 and Sunday, 31 May: Hills Act Theatre presents Away at The

Memo

________________

Reminders

Keeping the Court House clean (and tidy): We ask everyone to please wash

their dishes properly and pack them away, pick up litter and help keep the

Court House looking great. We have a wonderful facility, and we show

respect for each other by keeping it clean and tidy. Thank you.

It’s important to check that you are fully enrolled in U3A Healesville. If you

enrol online, separately to Registration Day, your membership only

becomes active once you have paid your membership fee into U3A

Healesville Bendigo Bank account, usually by EFT. Banking details are on our

website on the Memberships page.
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Many kinds of incidents can occur during classes and it’s important that we

report and record them on an incident form. Contact Bec Doig at

safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au if you need to complete an incident form.

Please wear your name badge to your class/activities. It makes it much

easier for new members to feel welcome.

Covid is still around. Take care and please stay away from classes if you are

unwell and also let your course leader know if you can’t attend class.

Remember that as a group, we are vulnerable.

________________

Stay connected

Email: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Phone: 0490 917 975

Website: healesvilleu3a.org.au

Facebook: u3ahealesville

Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook: u3asintheyarraranges

Through your classes

And remember, it’s important to let us know if you have any news or stories to

share so we can promote the range of activities that members are involved in.

You can send us your news and information by email to the U3A Healesville email

address: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au or by phone/text to 0490 917 975.

We thank Healesville Senior Citizens Club and

Yarra Ranges Council for their ongoing support.

________________
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