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Welcome to our members newsletter for July 2026.

From the President

| hope the term break is off to a good start for you. ‘Term break’ may
be a better descriptor than ‘holiday’ for many of our folk who step
into caring roles for their families between school terms. | have
such respect for everyone who shows up for family and friends: not

just to share the care but to enjoy time spent together.


https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/
https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/
https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/members
https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/members/contact
https://mailchi.mp/2273ff792419/u3a-healesville-july-2026?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
Bette Willis
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During the break, we will have an information session for course
leaders on Thursday, 9 July at the Healesville Senior Citizens Club.
We’ll focus on our policies and why they are important to all of us.
After that meeting we’ll follow up with members so we all
understand our responsibilities and how we can keep each other

safe and enjoy the wonderful U3A courses and events on offer.

Please also consider coming along to the Ageing Well:
Conversations That Matter event on Saturday, 25 July. See details
below. Bring partners, family and friends. We have so much to
negotiate as we get older. Knowing the support and services

available to us can make our private experiences a bit easier.

And for those who can step away to recharge their batteries — enjoy!
To be honest, | will be delighted to mow my lawns and chat with

people who make me chuckle.

Ethne Pfeiffer

New courses

e Photo Books

Create a professionally printed photo book using Snapfish
Australia. Preserve your memories from holidays, weddings or
family milestones. Create a large coffee table book or a small
portable book filled with pictures of your favourite people.
Use your digital images to tell the story. These can be
uploaded from your phone or your computer. Choose your
own book size, paper type and binding. Add text captions,
layouts, embellishments and backgrounds. There is plenty of

room for creativity.



Each participant will need to bring their own laptop and
mobile phone to connect to the internet. Acompleted photo
book may cost as little as $10.

To be held on Wednesdays in Term 3 at the Court House

from 1.30 to 3 pm with course leader Hetty Thomas.

¢ Audio Course

This course is for musicians who would like to know more
about the technical side of audio and PA. There will be a small
amount of arithmetic and technical concepts with plenty of
practical mucking around as well. The course will cover the
nature of sound, frequency, harmonics, waveforms,
amplitude, speed and wavelength; frequencies associated
with radio mics, IEM (In Ear Monitors) and audio links; volts,
amps, resistance, impedance, cables and connecters; signal
sources, mics, DIs and other equipment; mixing consuls,

analogue and digital; amplifiers and speakers, types,



placement, coverage, main PA, foldback and delay; plus play
time.

Classes will be held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the
month from 1 - 3 pm at the Big Shed (Chum Creek) with

course leader David Buchanan.

In the news

¢ Ageing Well expo

We’re thrilled to be working with Yarra Ranges Council on a
new event called Ageing Well: Conversations That Matter.
The aim is for a few local organisations to connect with older
residents and their families, let them know about important
services available when we need guidance and support, and

bring awareness to some of the considerations as we age.

Some of our needs change suddenly and we may not know

who to turn to.

Some needs change gradually and we need ongoing

support. Save the date: Saturday, 25 July, 11 am -2 pm,



Healesville Senior Citizens Club. No booking required. Stop in
when you’re walking around town or when you’ve done your

shopping. You can follow the event on Facebook.

Ageihg eIIL Expo
(-

Come along and connect with local services,
supports and activities all in one place!

¢ Save the date: U3A anniversary luncheon

One to note in your calendars:

Event: U3A Healesville’s 20 Year Anniversary Luncheon

Date: Friday, 18 September at 12.30 pm

Venue: The Memo, Healesville

More information on how to book your place at this event to

come very soon.


https://www.facebook.com/share/19GSxaHjjN/
https://www.facebook.com/share/19GSxaHjjN/
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¢ Defibrillator demo at the “Senior Citz”

Access to an automated external defibrillator (AED) is
important to everyone: whether you’re in a shopping centre,
attending your U3A class or mogul skiing. This machine is a
portable, easy-to-use medical device that automatically
analyses a person's heart rhythm during a cardiac arrest.
There are AEDs in (or close to) the venues we use.

On Tuesday, 18 August there will be a demonstration on how
to use an AED by a paramedic. The start time is being
negotiated, but please save the date. We’ll send an update as

SO0On as we can.



https://www.healesvillefestival.com.au/

¢ Our 20th Anniversary song - Live on Yarra Valley FM

On Wednesday, 8 July Karen Roberts will sing our anniversary
song (which she penned and performed at the Grand Arvo
Tea). Time: somewhere between 2 - 3 pm. Plus there will be
updates on our courses and events! Tune in to 99.1 on your FM
dial.

Join us
LIVE from
2-3pm on

Yarra Valley
99.1 FM

Wednesday

8th July "— f’~

2026 VA —
Ethne, Karen and Michael from U3A Healesville talk with

EEENNEENEEE Alan Collier on:

COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

¢ Up close and personal with pollies

On Tuesday, 30 June U3A Network Victoria (now U3A Victoria
from 1 July 2026) hosted a virtual “town hall” meeting with
Jade Benham MP, Shadow Minister for Ageing. This is part of
their strategy to advocate for seniors in the lead-up to the

November state elections on Saturday, 28 November.


https://yarravalleyfm.org.au/

As Annie Grigg, President, U3A Victoria said, “A strong turnout
sends a powerful message that U3A is an important voice for
older Victorians.”

Another virtual town hall has been arranged which all
members will be able to attend. More details will follow here
and in the August U3A Victoria newsletter - subscribe

here: USA Network News

Save the date: The second forum will feature the Minister for

Ageing, Ingrid Stitt MP, on Tuesday, 1 September, 4.30 pm.

Ingrid Stitt MP

Minister for Government Services

Special Minister of State

Minister for Ageing

Minister for Mental Health

Minister for Multicultural and Multifaith Victoria

¢ Rego rebate

You may be aware that you can get a 20% rebate on your
personal vehicle registration from financial year 2025-26. You
can claim this rebate for up to 2 light vehicles registered in
your name. Applications close Friday, 31 July.

booking at Healesville Library and the team will help you fill
out the application. The library is a fantastic community

resource and the team is very friendly!


https://u3avictoria.org.au/news/
https://www.healesvillefestival.com.au/
https://service.vic.gov.au/find-services/transport-and-driving/registration/rego-rebate

Get What you'll need

your rego Make sure you bring these
s details with you to your session

e Support for carers workshops

EACH has been hosting a range of workshops over June and
July.

Workshop: Scam Awareness for Carers — Online Session
Carers are often focused on looking after others—but it’s just
as important to protect yourself. Join the EACH team for a
friendly and informative online session where you’ll learn how
to recognise common scam warning signs and gain practical
tips to protect your personal information and finances.
Feeling informed can help ease stress, build confidence and
give you the tools to support not only yourself, but the people

you care for.

Tuesday, 7 July 10 - 11.30 am

Book to join online following the

link: https://www.stickytickets.com.au/kfe9k6/scam_awarene

ss_for_carers_ online_information_session.aspx



https://www.stickytickets.com.au/kfe9k6/scam_awareness_for_carers__online_information_session.aspx

¢ The Census is coming —is it 5 years already?

Conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, the 2026
Australian Census will take place in August. Census night
takes place on Tuesday, 11 August 2026 and will collect
important information about Australia's population and
housing. Every household is required to participate, helping
create an accurate picture of the nation's communities. The
data supports planning for schools, hospitals, transport,
emergency services and other essential infrastructure. While
most people will complete the Census online, paper forms are
available if needed. Keep an eye open for more Census
information coming your way in all forms of media. More

information can be found at https://info.census.abs.gov.au/


https://www.stickytickets.com.au/kfe9k6/scam_awareness_for_carers__online_information_session.aspx
https://info.census.abs.gov.au/
https://info.census.abs.gov.au/
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Save the date

Census is coming
Tuesday 11 August 2026

CENSUS B IS COMING

Out and about

¢ The Valley Drives Electric - Healesville CoRE past event

Over a hundred people participated in an event in May that
featured a great keynote speaker in Bryce Gatton and an
engaging Q&A session. We then enjoyed the sunshine while
checking out the 12 EVs that had been especially brought
along by people in our community. They chatted with the
owners and took the opportunity to sit in their EVs and ask any
questions they may still have had. During this outdoor activity,
we also enjoyed a sausage sizzle, powered directly from the

battery of one of the EVs on display.


https://info.census.abs.gov.au/

If you missed the event and are considering buying an EV in
the future, you can view it via the link below. Melbourne's EV
expert Bryce Gatton's talk begins about 20 minutes into the
recording and goes for about 45 minutes. It's well worth
watching and listening to. Click here for access: The Valley,

Drives Electric

What a beautiful day for a bushwalk

On the last day of Term 2, Friday, 26 June U3A Healesville
bushwalkers walked from the Big 4 Caravan Park on Don Road,

through the mountain ash forests to Badger Weir and back. It was a


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrubb82BKg4

beautiful day, and they were also able to watch the Australiav
Paraguay World Cup match over lunch in the caravan park camp
kitchen. Thanks Don!




Happenings in our region

¢ Yarra Valley Community Foundation workshop

Be part of the initial consultation process to help shape the
Yarra Valley's new Community Foundation.

The Foundation aims to build a significant investment fund
over the next 5 years which will direct proportions of earnings
directly back into the Yarra Valley to support the community.
Their goal is to create an entity for the community, by the
community and they want to understand what regular people
who live in Healesville would like to see in their community.
What is already here that needs to be protected? What should
we work towards building so that the local people and
businesses here can thrive?

They're looking for people from all walks of life to contribute to
painting the future of the Yarra Valley community. If you call
Healesville or the surrounding townships home, you are

invited!

Register for this event at the Darron Honey Centre,
Healesville on Monday, 13 July, 5.30 - 6.30 pm

Reserve your place: Community Foundation workshop



https://events.humanitix.com/healesville-and-surrounds-community-foundation-design-workshop

INVITATION FOR INPUT

HEALESVILLE AND SURROUNDS RESIDENTS

MON 13 JULY 5.30PM

WHERE SHOULD THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOCUS?
DARRON HONEY CENTRE (286 MAROONDAH HWY) 5.30PM

YARRA VALLEY
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

¢ NOCTURNE: Healesville after dark

Healesville Traders invite you to join them for a midwinter
gathering of firelight and flavour. Healesville comes to life after
dark with extended hours, cosy in-store activations, tastings

and winter specials.

Enjoy warming treats, ambient tunes and festive window
displays as the town lights up after dark. Plus, enter our raffle
for a chance to win some incredible prizes from local

businesses.

Friday 24 July 2026, 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Healesville



Contact the committee

Here are some of the committee members you can contact if you
have feedback or suggestions. Or have a chat with someone on the

committee you know.

President, Ethne Pfeiffer, president@healesvilleu3a.org.au

o Secretary, Carol Taylor, secretary@healesvilleu3a.org.au

e Treasurer, Barb Woods, treasurer@healesvilleu3a.org.au

e Course Coordinator, Phill

Hipwell, course.coordinator@healesvilleu3a.org.au

o Safety Officer, Rebecca Doig, safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au

e« Web Manager, Bette

Willis, webmanager@healesvilleu3a.org.au

e Member enquiries, Barb


mailto:president@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:secretary@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:treasurer@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:course.coordinator@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:webmanager@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=

Woods, members@healesvilleu3a.org.au

For your diary

e Term 3: Monday, 13 July - Friday, 18 September
e Tuesday, 7 July: Scam Awareness for Carers — Online session
¢ Wednesday, 8 July: YVFM Conversation, 2 pm -3 pm

e Thursday, 9 July: Course Leaders Information Session,

Healesville Senior Citizens Club

¢ Sunday, 12 July: Poet’s Breakfast, 9.30 am start, Healesville
Hotel

o Friday, 24 July: Nocturne - Healesville town centre 4 pm - 8

pm

e Saturday, 25 July: Ageing Well: Conversations that Matter, 11

am - 2 pm, Healesville Senior Citizens Club Hall
e Tuesday, 11 August: Census night

o Tuesday, 18 August: Automated External Defibrillator

demonstration, Healesville Senior Citizens Club hall

 Tuesday, 1 September: Up close and personal with the

pollies, online, 4 pm

o Friday, 18 September: U3A Healesville 20 Year Anniversary
Luncheon, 12.30 pm, The Memo



mailto:members@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=

Reminders

¢ Keepingthe Court House clean (and tidy): We ask everyone to
please wash their dishes properly and pack them away, pick
up litter and help keep the Court House looking great. We have
a wonderful facility, and we show respect for each other by

keeping it clean and tidy. Thank you.

e [t’simportant to check that you are fully enrolled in USA
Healesville. If you enrol online, separately to Registration Day,
your membership only becomes active once you have paid
your membership fee into U3SA Healesville Bendigo Bank
account, usually by EFT. Banking details are on our website on

the Memberships page.

e Many kinds of incidents can occur during classes and it’s
important that we report and record them on an incident form.

Contact Bec Doig at

safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au if you need to complete an

incident form.

e Please wear your name badge to your class/activities. It makes

it much easier for new members to feel welcome.

e Covid is still around. Take care and please stay away from
classes if you are unwell and let your course leader know if
you can’t attend class. Remember that as a group, we are

vulnerable.

Stay connected


https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/memberships/
mailto:safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=

o Email: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au

e Phone: 0490917 975

 Website: healesvilleu3a.org.au

e Facebook: u3ahealesville

¢ Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook: u3asintheyarraranges

e Through your classes

And remember, it’s important to let us know if you have any news or
stories to share so we can promote the range of activities that
members are involved in. You can send us your news and
information by email to the U3A Healesville email

address: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au or by phone/text to 0490 917
975.

We thank Healesville Senior Citizens Club and

Yarra Ranges Council for their ongoing support.

U3A HEALESVILLE INC.

PO Box 1017, Healesville 3777, Victoria
Ph: 0490 917 975 | E:info@healesvilleu3a.org.au
ABN: 73 370 385 591 | Incorporation no: AO049408F

No longer want to receive these emails? To unsubscribe, please send an email to
info@healesvilleu3a.org.au with 'UNSUBSCRIBE' in the subject line.
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