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Welcome to our members newsletter for August 2026.August 2026.August 2026.August 2026.

________________

From the PresidentFrom the PresidentFrom the PresidentFrom the President

Exciting news:Exciting news:Exciting news:Exciting news: Just over halfway through the year and we are still
welcoming new members. We have now reached a new milestone
of 400! We hope our new members settle in well, enjoy their
activities and make great friends. :)

https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/
https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/
https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/members
https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/members/contact
https://mailchi.mp/a1df58b9d341/u3a-healesville-august-2026?e=%5BUNIQID%5D


There’s significant organisation information in this edition, so
please read through. To make sure we’re all keeping up with our
latest news, we could ask our U3A friends if they’ve caught up with
this newsletter, seen posters in the Court House, checked
our Facebook page or read our articles in the local paper. Thanks.

Key items for August and September include:Key items for August and September include:Key items for August and September include:Key items for August and September include:

Our annual general meeting: Monday, 7 SeptemberMonday, 7 SeptemberMonday, 7 SeptemberMonday, 7 September at 10 am

– Healesville Senior Citizens Club

20th anniversary luncheon: Friday, 18 SeptemberFriday, 18 SeptemberFriday, 18 SeptemberFriday, 18 September at 12.30

pm – The Memo, Healesville

Updated policies: Online for all members and course leaders

Conversations with course leaders and committee members over
the past few months have been very productive regarding our
stewardship of this wonderful organisation. We thank our new
course leaders and encourage members to consider joining the
committee at our AGM – or think of other ways they can support our
activities. Everyone has unique skills and knowledge to share. All of
which can help us keep U3A Healesville strong and vibrant.

Ethne PfeicerEthne PfeicerEthne PfeicerEthne Pfeicer

________________

In the newsIn the newsIn the newsIn the news

2026 U3A Healesville AGM2026 U3A Healesville AGM2026 U3A Healesville AGM2026 U3A Healesville AGM

This year’s annual general meeting will be held at the
Healesville Senior Citizens Club at 10 am on Monday, 7Monday, 7Monday, 7Monday, 7
SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember. AGMs are an important opportunity for members

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61553575132532
https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/about-us/wp-content-uploads-2021-04-data-security-and-data-policy-2021-april-pdf/


to understand how we manage our group, to vote on items
such as annual fees and have a voice in how we operate. It’s
the time when the current committee steps down and a new
committee is elected. All committee members can nominate
to remain on the committee and new members are welcomed.
It’s also a time to catch up with U3A friends and shape the
culture of our organisation. More information will be emailed
shortly. Your involvement is important … and appreciated.

________________

U3A Healesville’s 20th anniversary luncheon!U3A Healesville’s 20th anniversary luncheon!U3A Healesville’s 20th anniversary luncheon!U3A Healesville’s 20th anniversary luncheon!

Tickets are now on sale for our 20th anniversary luncheon at
The Memo on Friday, 18 SeptemberFriday, 18 SeptemberFriday, 18 SeptemberFriday, 18 September at 12.30 pm.... Tickets can
be purchased at The Memo or online here. The cost is $30 per
ticket, per person, which includes a 2-course meal (choice of
roasts, salads, desserts). The luncheon will be a sumptuous
way to celebrate our 20th anniversary - following our Grand

https://yarraranges.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/167292


Arvo Tea earlier in the year. If you missed the Arvo Tea you can
hopefully celebrate our milestone year at the luncheon. This
event will include the launch of our anniversary photo book!
Tickets are limited. Over 60% have already been sold, so
please book asap if you are interested.

 

 
 

________________

Photo book creationsPhoto book creationsPhoto book creationsPhoto book creations

The new Photo Books course is a fantastic way to revisit
holiday and family memories. With class leader, Hetty, U3A
members are learning how to import and organise multiple
photos from phones and laptops. Their collections tell of
amazing visits to many parts of the world, from the United

https://yarraranges.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/167292


States to north Scotland. And it’s fun! Wednesdays, Term 3
only. To read more about the course: Click here.

 

 
 

________________

Audio courseAudio courseAudio courseAudio course

The Audio course run by David Buchannan started not with a
whimper or a bang, but an enlightening session where
participants were given an introduction to sine waves,
frequencies and the basics of acoustics that will have a
practical pay oc! Soon there’ll be a session on dicerent
microphones and their uses, and a lot of playing around with
sound mixers. The group has various experience in audio (from
very little to a little bit more) so this course is ideal for
enthusiasts - in music and theatre. It promises to be a great
time. To read more about the course: Click here.

 

https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/courses-activities/
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________________

Defibrillator demo at the ‘Senior Citz’ on holdDefibrillator demo at the ‘Senior Citz’ on holdDefibrillator demo at the ‘Senior Citz’ on holdDefibrillator demo at the ‘Senior Citz’ on hold

It’s been a busy time at the Healesville Senior Citizens Club,
so the demo that we mentioned last month is on hold for now.
We will update course leaders as soon as we can.

 

https://www.healesvillefestival.com.au/


 
 

________________

Our 20th anniversary song - Live on Yarra Valley FMOur 20th anniversary song - Live on Yarra Valley FMOur 20th anniversary song - Live on Yarra Valley FMOur 20th anniversary song - Live on Yarra Valley FM

On Wednesday, 8 July Wednesday, 8 July Wednesday, 8 July Wednesday, 8 July Ethne Pfeicer and Karen Roberts
joined Alan Collier on 99.1 Yarra Valley FM to chat about our
U3A. They discussed updates on our courses and events
across our 20th anniversary year. Our anniversary song,
penned by Karen, was performed live during the broadcast.
You can listen to the podcast and hear the song by clicking
here.

 

 
 

________________

Our new Entertainment CoordinatorOur new Entertainment CoordinatorOur new Entertainment CoordinatorOur new Entertainment Coordinator

https://podcasts.yarravalleyfm.org.au/ep/1120
https://yarravalleyfm.org.au/


Ron Roberts, one of our committee members, has taken on
the new role of Entertainment Coordinator for U3A Healesville.
The idea is to bring together U3A musicians, singers, dancers,
poets, storytellers and more to be part of performances in the
community. This is an exciting organisation-wide opportunity
(not a course-based opportunity). Ron will contact local aged
care facilities and other organisations about performance
opportunities. This approach does not exclude any U3A music
group or member from performing in public, but it creates
opportunities for people who are not part of a performing
‘group’ or would like to have a variety of performance
experiences. Internal U3A performance opportunities include
Friday@5, the Theatrical Performance Group, Arvo Teas and
the Strings ‘n' Things open mic nights. External opportunities
include many of the festivals and events that happen
throughout the year that support our community. To this end,
we have joined the Healesville Traders Association to increase
our opportunity to participate in the traders events. We will
send an expression of interest to all members, but you are
welcome to contact Ron on 0425 261 850 or
email ron.roberts@healesvilleu3a.org.au if you are interested
or have ideas right now!

 

mailto:ron.roberts@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=


 
 

________________

After the Grand Arvo TeaAfter the Grand Arvo TeaAfter the Grand Arvo TeaAfter the Grand Arvo Tea

Heather Higgs has a number of leftover items following our
Arvo Tea High Tea. They include 3 lace table clothes (1 large
white lace, 2 large beige lace). Thanking you in advance,
Heather asks if the owners could contact her on 0418 315 879
to arrange to collect them - otherwise she says, she will
donate them to the op shop.

 

https://info.census.abs.gov.au/


 
 

________________

The Census is in AugustThe Census is in AugustThe Census is in AugustThe Census is in August

Many of you are aware that the 2026 Australian Census takes
place on the night of Tuesday, 11 August. Tuesday, 11 August. Tuesday, 11 August. Tuesday, 11 August. You can complete
the Census online or using the form.    Many households will
receive a letter from the ABS with instructions on how to
complete the Census online. Authorised Census Field
Ocicers    are now out and about hand delivering Census forms
to remaining households within our community. Field ocicers
carry photo ID and will present this to residents when they
approach dwellings within their designated areas. Every
household is required to participate, helping create an
accurate picture of the nation's communities. More
information can be found at https://info.census.abs.gov.au/

 

https://info.census.abs.gov.au/
https://info.census.abs.gov.au/
https://info.census.abs.gov.au/


 
 

________________

Out and aboutOut and aboutOut and aboutOut and about

Ageing Well Expo: Conversations That MatterAgeing Well Expo: Conversations That MatterAgeing Well Expo: Conversations That MatterAgeing Well Expo: Conversations That Matter

On Saturday, 25 JulySaturday, 25 JulySaturday, 25 JulySaturday, 25 July U3A Healesville led the inaugural
‘Ageing Well Expo’ in partnership with Yarra Ranges Council.
The event brought together a select group of local
organisations ocering practical services and information for
older people and their families (HICCI, Mental Health &
Wellbeing Local, Eastern Community Legal Centre,
Community Gardens Network, U3A Healesville, Yarra Ranges
Council). There was a strong turn-out by U3A members!
Attendees and exhibitors thought it was a worthwhile event

https://info.census.abs.gov.au/


and gave very positive feedback. Also some great ideas we
can use for the next expo. To read the newspaperTo read the newspaperTo read the newspaperTo read the newspaper
articlearticlearticlearticle click here.

 

 
 

________________

‘Thank you’‘Thank you’‘Thank you’‘Thank you’

“Recently, while I was visiting my friend at Holmwood Aged
Care Healesville, I was fortunate to see the U3A UkeU3A UkeU3A UkeU3A Uke
Believers Believers Believers Believers performing. It was lovely to see the residents and
visitors joining in the entertainment. Congratulations, Uke
group.” Colleen

 

https://mountainviews.mailcommunity.com.au/news/2026-07-27/locals-love-ageing-well-expo/


 
 

________________

Course Leaders information sessionCourse Leaders information sessionCourse Leaders information sessionCourse Leaders information session

Many of our course leaders and most committee members
attended the course leader information session on Thursday, 9Thursday, 9Thursday, 9Thursday, 9
JulyJulyJulyJuly. And many other course leaders responded to the email follow-
up, which shows great engagement with the work we do together. It
was vital to discuss our new and revised policies, which are there to
keep us all safe. Importantly, we have added an activity waiver for
people attending physical activities so they acknowledge their level
of participation is their own responsibility and participate
voluntarily at their own risk. There were constructive conversations
about details in several of the policies, which the committee is
reviewing. “It’s important course leaders know that we appreciate
their feedback,” said Rebecca Doig, Safety Ocicer.

It’s also important that members understand our policies; know
how to raise concerns; and how we work together to provide a safe,
welcoming, well-run organisation for all. New information sheets
are being developed for our registration day later in the year.

 



 
 

________________

Happenings in our regionHappenings in our regionHappenings in our regionHappenings in our region

What’s happening in Healesville and surroundsWhat’s happening in Healesville and surroundsWhat’s happening in Healesville and surroundsWhat’s happening in Healesville and surrounds

There’s always something to do or see on these cold winter
days/nights. Check out the upcoming events at The Memo,
Healesville. Something for everyone, music, film, dance and
art. The following link will take you to all you need to
know: Explore Yarra Ranges - Upcoming events at The Memo

 

 
 

https://yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Explore-Yarra-Ranges/Arts-and-our-creative-community/Cultural-venues/The-Memo-Healesville/Upcoming-events-at-The-Memo
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Explore-Yarra-Ranges/Arts-and-our-creative-community/Cultural-venues/The-Memo-Healesville/Upcoming-events-at-The-Memo


________________

The Spoken Word - Stories brought to lifeThe Spoken Word - Stories brought to lifeThe Spoken Word - Stories brought to lifeThe Spoken Word - Stories brought to life

The next event will be on Tuesday, 8 SeptemberTuesday, 8 SeptemberTuesday, 8 SeptemberTuesday, 8 September (7 - 9 pm) at
The Memo, Healesville. This will be the 10th time it has been
held by Sunderai Felich, which has grown through the support
of the local community. Featuring 7 Storytellers - each having
7 minutes to tell their true to life experience on the theme ‘the
pressure is on’. It will be a night of community connection and
shared laughter. Previous events have sold out so book
early: The Spoken Word - Stories Brought to Life

 

 
 

________________

Yarra Valley Singers - In the Heart of the WorldYarra Valley Singers - In the Heart of the WorldYarra Valley Singers - In the Heart of the WorldYarra Valley Singers - In the Heart of the World

Join the Yarra Valley Singers together with the U3A Healesville
Community Choir, for an uplifting afternoon celebrating the
joy of singing and the connections that bring us
together. Saturday, 12 SeptemberSaturday, 12 SeptemberSaturday, 12 SeptemberSaturday, 12 September (2 pm) at The
Memo. Tickets are available now from The Memo or online
at Yarra Valley Singers September

 

https://yarraranges.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/150216
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Explore-Yarra-Ranges/Events/The-Spoken-Word-Stories-Brought-to-Life-SEP
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________________

Hills Act Theatre CompanyHills Act Theatre CompanyHills Act Theatre CompanyHills Act Theatre Company

Yes, they are back folks! Hills Act is back with a farce of epic
proportions 'Don't Say You're Harry' which will have you
laughing in the wings and crying in your seats. Performed at
The Memo on Saturday, 24 OctoberSaturday, 24 OctoberSaturday, 24 OctoberSaturday, 24 October (7.30 pm) and Sunday,Sunday,Sunday,Sunday,
25 October25 October25 October25 October (2 pm). Tickets are available now from The Memo
or online at Don’t Say You’re Harry - Hills Act Theatre.

 

https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Explore-Yarra-Ranges/Events/Yarra-Valley-Singers
https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Explore-Yarra-Ranges/Events/Dont-Say-Youre-Harry-Hills-Act-Theatre
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________________

Contact the committeeContact the committeeContact the committeeContact the committee

Here are some of the committee members you can contact if you
have feedback or suggestions. Or have a chat with someone on the
committee you know.

President, Ethne Pfeicer, president@healesvilleu3a.org.au

https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Explore-Yarra-Ranges/Events/Dont-Say-Youre-Harry-Hills-Act-Theatre
mailto:president@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=


Secretary, Carol Taylor, secretary@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Treasurer, Barb Woods, treasurer@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Course Coordinator, Phill

Hipwell, course.coordinator@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Safety Ocicer, Rebecca Doig, safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Web Manager, Bette

Willis, webmanager@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Member enquiries, Barb

Woods, members@healesvilleu3a.org.au

________________

For your diaryFor your diaryFor your diaryFor your diary

Term 3:Term 3:Term 3:Term 3: Monday,    13 July - Friday, 18 September

Tuesday, 11 August:Tuesday, 11 August:Tuesday, 11 August:Tuesday, 11 August: Census night

Saturday, 29 August:Saturday, 29 August:Saturday, 29 August:Saturday, 29 August: 2026 International play music on the

porch day

Tuesday, 1 September:Tuesday, 1 September:Tuesday, 1 September:Tuesday, 1 September: Up close and personal with the

pollies, online, 4 pm (information and link to come)

Monday, 7 September:Monday, 7 September:Monday, 7 September:Monday, 7 September: U3A Healesville AGM, 10 am,

Healesville Senior Citizens Club

Tuesday, 8 September:Tuesday, 8 September:Tuesday, 8 September:Tuesday, 8 September: The Spoken Word - Stories Brough to

Life, 7 - 9 pm, The Memo

Saturday, 12 September: Saturday, 12 September: Saturday, 12 September: Saturday, 12 September: Yarra Valley Singers and U3A

mailto:secretary@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:treasurer@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:course.coordinator@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:webmanager@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=
mailto:members@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=


Healesville Community Choir, 2 pm, The Memo

Friday, 18 September: Friday, 18 September: Friday, 18 September: Friday, 18 September: U3A Healesville 20 Year Anniversary

Luncheon, , , , 12.30 pm, The Memo

Saturday, 24 October (7.30 pm) Saturday, 24 October (7.30 pm) Saturday, 24 October (7.30 pm) Saturday, 24 October (7.30 pm) and Sunday, 25 October (2Sunday, 25 October (2Sunday, 25 October (2Sunday, 25 October (2

pm): pm): pm): pm): Hills Act Theatre Company - 'Don’t Say You’re Harry', The
Memo

________________

RemindersRemindersRemindersReminders

Keeping the Court House clean (and tidy): We ask everyone to

please wash their dishes properly and pack them away, pick
up litter and help keep the Court House looking great. We have
a wonderful facility, and we show respect for each other by
keeping it clean and tidy. Thank you.

It’s important to check that you are fully enrolled in U3A

Healesville. If you enrol online, separately to Registration Day,
your membership only becomes active once you have paid
your membership fee into U3A Healesville Bendigo Bank
account, usually by EFT. Banking details are on our website on
the Memberships page.

Many kinds of incidents can occur during classes and it’s

important that we report and record them on an incident form.
Contact Bec Doig at

safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au if you need to complete an
incident form.

Please wear your name badge to your class/activities. It makes

it much easier for new members to feel welcome.

https://healesvilleu3a.org.au/memberships/
mailto:safety@healesvilleu3a.org.au?subject=&body=


Covid is still around. Take care and please stay away from

classes if you are unwell and let your course leader know if
you can’t attend class. Remember that as a group, we are
vulnerable.

________________

Stay connectedStay connectedStay connectedStay connected

Email:Email:Email:Email: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone: 0490 917 975

Website:Website:Website:Website: healesvilleu3a.org.au

Facebook:Facebook:Facebook:Facebook: u3ahealesville

Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook:Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook:Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook:Outer Eastern Ranges U3A Facebook: u3asintheyarraranges

Through your classesThrough your classesThrough your classesThrough your classes

And remember, it’s important to let us know if you have any news or
stories to share so we can promote the range of activities that
members are involved in. You can send us your news and
information by email to the U3A Healesville email
address: info@healesvilleu3a.org.au or by phone/text to 0490 9170490 9170490 9170490 917
975.975.975.975.

We thank Healesville Senior Citizens Club and

Yarra Ranges Council for their ongoing support.
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U3A HEALESVILLE INC.

PO Box 1017, Healesville 3777, Victoria
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ABN: 73 370 385 591   |   Incorporation no: A0049408F

No longer want to receive these emails? To unsubscribe, please send an email to
info@healesvilleu3a.org.au with 'UNSUBSCRIBE' in the subject line.
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